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Hindhustan Times

National SC commission seeks
report from Haryana Police

HT Correspondent
letterschd@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The National
Commission for Scheduled
Castes (NCSC) on Friday asked
the Haryana Police to take strict
action against those behind
lynching a man at a farmers’
protest venue at Kundli near the
Delhi-Haryana border. NCSC
chairperson Vijay Sampla also
sought a preliminary report
from the Haryana Police within
24 hours.

A man was lynched, his hand
chopped off and the body tied to
a metal barricade at a farmers’
rotest venue at Kundli near the
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Delhi-Haryana border, a grue-
some incident being blamed on
a group of Nihangs. Sampla said
the man identified as Lakhbir
Singh belonged to the Sched-
uled Caste (SC) community.

Condemning the violence,
Sampla termed it a heinous
“Talibani crime”.

Sampla said: “After watching
avideo that went viral, it seems
activists of the farmers' organi-
sations sitting on the protest
have no fear of the law, No mat-
ter how big the mistake, no one
has the right to kill anybody,”
Sampla said.

“Singhu Border is the main
hub of the farmers’ protest

where the leaders and workers
of various organisations have
deployed 24-hour security, Even
then, the Dalit man was brutally
beaten, his had chopped off,
brought near the same platform
and then tied up with a rope and
hung upside down, while the
activists of farmer organisations
acted as mute spectator,” said
Sampla.

He said the leaders of SKM,
who immediately gives press
statements even on small mat-
ters, took 12 hours to hold a
press conference on the murder
of the Dalit man.

(With PTI inputs)
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Ensure Lakhbir’s bhog
Nat'l SC panel seeks report from Meghalaya on move to shift Sikhs as per Sikh maryada:

Timars News Nemwos

Chandigarh: Taking note
of the Meghalaya govern
ment's decision toshift sche-
duled caste (5C) S{khs from
Shitlong’s Pungabd Lane and
wransfer the ownership of
thelr centurbes-old-owned
iand to the stte, the Natlo
nal Commission for Schedu
bl Cnstos (MCSCY has sene s

vernment seeking an imme
dime action-taken report
Commisston  chalrper-
son Vijay Sampia said he got
Information from newspa-
per reports that Meghalays
chief ministerConrad Sang
ma, on the recommenda
tlons of ahigh-levelcommit-
tes: on the relocation of the
community members, orge-
rod chaneine of the ownors

Punjabi Lane was shusted
0 the urban affatrs depart
ment

The commIttes Was cons
tiuted In Juna 3018 o look
into the demand by local
Ehas! outfiis for shifting the
Stkhs who have been living
In the area for generations,
There was communal vio
lence In the area In 2008,
which had naralvsed Hifis in

The Meghalays poverm
ment also sald municipal
employees (schaduled caste
Sikhs who work as swoe
pers) living In the Harijsn
Colony will be relocated 1o
the new location where resi
dences would be provided w
them. However, resisting re-
location, Harijan Panchayat
Committee members clal-
misd that atiemoes wers ma

Hartjan Colony by roping In
the local tribal chieftain in
1954 ton. While asking the of-
Ncials o intervene inw the
matier and ensure jusies,
the commission sent the no-
tice o the chiefl secretary of
Meghalaya, the DGF, IG of
Shillong police, deputy com-
missioner of Shillong, and
bPul East Khasi Hllls.

The eommission sekod

on Monday to Investigate the
mater and sutimit a repont
by post or emall. Sampla
cattioned officers that if ac
ton-taKen report Was not re-
cefved within the stipulated
time, the commission might
exercise powers of the civil
court conferred on it under
Artiche 338 of the Constitu
thon and Issue a summaon for
norsonal snnearancs hefire

Submitreport: Panel to Meghalaya Govt

SHILLONG EVICTION Issues notice over relocation of SC Sikh families from colony

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 11
Taking note of the Megha.
lava Government's deci-
sion to eviet Scheduled
Caste Sikhs from Shil-
long’s Harijjan Colony
(Punjabi Lane) and trans-
ferring ownership of their
land to the state, the
National Commission  for
Scheduled Castes (NCSC),
on orders of Chairman Vijay
Sampla, today sent a notice
to state asking the author-
ties to submit an immediate
action-taken report.

As per  information
received by the NCSC from
reports published in newspa-
pers, Meghalaya CM Conrad
Sangma, on the recommen-
dations of a high-level com-
mittee on relocation of com-

The Tribune

Tue,

mumh, members, ordered
changing of ownership of
land (on which the Harijan
Colony was situated) to the
Urban Affairs Department

The commitiee was consti-
tuted in June 2018 to look
into the demand by the local
Khasi outfits for shifting the
Sikhs, who have been living

12 October 2021

in the area for generations.
There was communal vio-
lence in the area in 2018,
which had paralysed life in
Shillong for weeks

The state government also
said the municipal employ-
ees (Dalit Sikhs who work
as sweepers) living in Hari-
jan Colony would be relo-

https://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/63696997

OFFICIALS WARNED

B The National Commission

for Scheduled Castes has
ashed the Meghalaya Govt
tosubmit a repont based on
facts and information on
action taken on allegations

®if the report ks not received
within the stipulated peri
od, the panel may issue
summons for personal
appeamnce before com-
mission in New Delhi

cated to the new location
where residences would be
provided to them,

However, resisting reloca-
tion, Harijan Panchayat Com-
mittee members caimed
atternpis were made to eviet
Sikh residents of Harijan
Colony by roping in the local
tribal chieftain in 1954 too.

Asking officials to inter-
vene and ensure justice the
family, the commission has
sent notices to the Chief
Secretary, Government of
Meghalaya; DGP; Shillong
IGP; Shillong DC and SP
(East Khasi Hills)

The commission asked the
author ties toinvestigate the
matter and submit a report
based on the facts and infor-
mation on the action taken
on the allegation/matter.

Sampla cautioned officers
that if the report was not
received within the stipulat-
ed period, the commission
might exercise the powers
of the civil court conferred
onitunder Article 338 of the
Constitution of India and
issue summons for personal
appearance before the com-
mission in Delhi

Sampla to Akal Takht

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUDHIANA, OCTOBER 18

NATIONAL COMMISSION for
Scheduled Castes{ NCSC) chair-
man Vijay Sampla Monday
wrote to Akal Takht Jathedar
Giani Harpreet Singh and re-
quested him to ensure that
Lakhbir Singh's bhog is per-
formed as per Sikh Rehat
Maryada (Sikh code of living).
Lakhir Singh was killed al-
legedly by Nihangs at the
Singhu protest site.

While addressing the letter,
Sampla said, "You must be
aware of the brutal murder of
Lakhbir Singh, a Scheduled
Caste Sikh from Punjab, at the
farmers’ protest site at Singhu
nearthe Delhi-Haryana border.
You must have also got the in-
formation that some people,
especially the members of
Satkar committee, objected to
the victim’'s cremation as per
Sikh rituals, citing sacrilege of
the Sri  Guru Granth
Sahib.”

He added: “However, in the
viral video, the culprits and
other people can be seen say-
ing that Lakhbir Singh had dis-
reb peLterJ the Slkh holy huak

thesacrilege.”

As per the statements given
by farmer organisations or
SKM during the press confer-
ences, the victim was found
with Sarbloh Granth rather
than Sri Guru Granth Sahib,
Samplaadded.

“In one of the viral videos,
Lakhbir Singh was seen lying
on the ground with his ampu-
tated hand, whereas in the sec-
ond video, he was hung upside
down near the main stage of
protesting farmers’ organisa-
tion, Samyukta Kisan Morcha.
The third viral video shows that
hewas hung witharoad barri-
cade, probably after his death,”
Sampla said, adding that “we
firmly believe that SC Lakhbir
Singh should not be stated as
guilty until the police investi-
gation proves the same”,

Sampla also mentioned that
in Punjab, especially in the bor-
derdistricts, alarge number of
SC Sikhs have been targeted
and converted, adding that “in-
cidents like the murder of
Lakhbir Singh and objection
during his cremation will fur-
ther speed up the conversion
drive”.

Sampla further said that
I.al:hhw S] ngh' 5 bhog rituals
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SC panel slams Punjab
govt for not reaching out
to Lakhbir Singh’s family

thing for this family which be-
longs to the state, The Gmily has
complained that the govemment
has not done anything for them,”
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ACCUSING THE Punjab govern-
mient of not coming to the aid of
Lakhbir Singh's family, National
Comumission for Scheduled Castes
chasrpersan Vily Sampla said the
ommission would push for them
monetary reliel and other assis-
tance.

After meeting the family
membersatthecommission'sof-
ficeinthe national capatal, Sampla
sad; "Despite the inhuman act in-
flicted on him inhis death, the
family was not heard by anyone,
The Punjab government said it
has arrested four people but no
one heard the family. The Pungab
government, which otherwase
takesinterestin suchincidentsin
other states and make big an-

He said that the commission
has promised the family that the
monetary relief it is entitled to
wotlld be reaching them as early
as passible. He said two families
with four young girls were de-
pendent on LakhbirSingh Sampla
said theeducationof the girls will
be taken care of till the children
want to, The widow of Lakhbir
Singh would get a pension of Rs
5,000 per month, he announced.

Sarnplaabo said there should
be protection for the Gmily fom
the social boycott that is happen-
ing, “Wehad carlierwntten o the
AlalTakht that the social boyoott
should notbe allowed. Inthe bor-
der areas, religious conversions
a;eumjlense this mlh'-unenu
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_ The family members of the
© Dalit man who was murdered
. at the Singhu protest site on

. wife Jaspreet Kaur, three

* and brother-in-law Sukhchain
Singh urged the NCSC chair-
* man o ensure justice.

- Che Tribune

Singhu victims kin meet Sampla

CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 25

October 12 met National
Commission for Scheduled
(NCSC) chairman
Vijay Samplaatits headquar-
ters in New Delhi on Monday.

Vietim Lakhbir Singh's

daughters, sister Rag Kaur,
fatherindaw Baldev Singh

Tue, 26 October 2021

NCSC chiefpromises
release ofcompensation

———

Lakhbir Singh

The body of Lakhbir was
found hanging with severed
hand, close tothe mamn stage of

https://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/63964536

the farmers’ protest site. “The
family informed the NCSC
they have got no support from
religiousor socialorganisations
or the state government even
after twoweeks of the incident.
However, the NCSCwillensure
the accused are booked under
the Prevention of Afrocities
Act The young daughters of
Lalkhbir will get free education
and money for livelihood and
wife will get monthly pension.
Compensation of at least Rs
8.25 lakh will be ensured,” said
Sampla —TNS
£
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